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number of earlier authorities \ but it does by no means follow that there ever existed Sutras in the form of books composed by them.
Three Periods of Vedanta Literature.
In studying the Vedanta philosophy, we have to distinguish three successive layers of thought. We have first of all the Upanishads, which presuppose a large number of teachers, these teachers often differing from each other on essential, and likewise on trivial points. We have secondly the Sutras of BMantya'fta, professing to give the true meaning of the Upanishads, reduced to a systematic form, but admitting the existence of different opinions, and referring to certain authors as upholding divergent views. We have thirdly the commentaries of $ankara, BodMyana, R&m&nuc/a, and many others. These commentaries, however, are not mere commentaries in our sense of the word, they are really philosophical treatises, each defending an independent view of the Sutras, and indirectly of the Upanishads.
Peculiar Character of Indian Philosophy.
It is not surprising that philosophers, on reading for the first time the Upanishads or the Vedanta-sutras should find them strange, and miss in them that close concatenation of ideas to which they are accustomed in the philosophy of the West. It is difficult to overcome the feeling that the stream of philosophical thought, as we know it in Europe, passing from Greece
1 For instance, Atreya, Asmarathya, Audulomi, Karslina^inL Kasakn'tsna, <?aimini, Badari. Thibaut, XXXIV, p. six.